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Location of Boat Harbour in Pictou County, Nova Scotia relative 

to communities (e.g., Pictou, and Pictou Landing First Nation 

[PLFN]) 
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Components of the Boat Harbor Treatment Facility (BHTF), relative to the 

neighboring Pictou Landing First Nation (PLFN) community (©Google Earth) 



https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/northern-pulp-mill-shut-down-due-to-effluent-leak-1.2670721 



Triggered Protests 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/northern-pulp-mill-shut-down-due-to-effluent-leak-1.2670721 



The Boat Harbour Act

https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-62-session-2/bill-89






Only 8 reports with organic 

chemistry 

103 samples from 81 sites 

Various sampling methods 

(eg, core or grab; discrete or 

composite sample; sample 

depth) 

Overall, inadequate spatial 

coverage 

(JWEL & Beak Consultants, 1992)

(JWEL & Beak Consultants, 1993)

(JWEL, 1997)

(JWEL, 1999)

(JWEL, 2001)

(JWEL, 2005 )

(Stantec, 2013)

(Stantec, 2016)

Symbol         Report

Spatiotemporal coverage (1992-2015) of sediment sampling in Boat 

Harbour are indicated by coloured circles 



 



54% of PCDD/F samples from shallow horizons (0-15 cm) 

leaving deeper horizons under-characterized 

 

CCME SQGs for fish shown with using solid horizontal 

line for PELs (21.50 pg/g) and dashed line for ISQGs (0.85 

pg/g) 

 

Soil quality guideline for protection of environmental and HH 

for all land uses shown with black dotted horizontal line (4.00 

pg/g) 

 

CCME tissue residue guidelines for protection of wildlife 

consumers of aquatic biota shown with red dashed line for 

mammals (0.71 pg/g) and red solid line (4.75 pg/g) for birds 
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69% of PAH samples also from shallow horizons 

(0-15 cm) leaving deeper horizons under-

characterized 

 

CCME freshwater (dark green) and marine 

(blue) SQGs shown with solid horizontal lines for 

PELs and dashed lines for ISQGs 

 

Grey represents when marine and freshwater 

SQGs are same 

 

Total PAHs, dashed line indicates ER-L (4.02 

mg/kg) and solid line indicates ER-M (44.80 

mg/kg) 

 

 

 



< 0.85 mg/kg (ISQG limit)

0.85 – 21.50 mg/kg

> 21.50 mg/kg (PEL limit)

< 0.71 mg/kg (CCME limit)

0.71 – 4.00 mg/kg

> 4.00 mg/kg (SQGHH limit)

< 4.75 mg/kg (CCME limit)

> 4.75 mg/kg
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